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impair confidence in him, they now turn in and feel the
necessity of counteracting their own unwise and mistaken
policy.

Mr. Fessenden assures me that the payment of Navy
requisitions commences forthwith, and will be prosecuted
earnestly. It certainly is time. There are over thirteen
millions of suspended requisitions in the Treasury, every
dollar of which is due the parties. Many of them should
have been paid three and four months ago. Chase com-
menced this system of deferring payments for value re-
ceived. I have explained matters to Mr. Fessenden, who,
however, does not yet, I apprehend, fully realize the conse-
quences and the great wrong. The credit of the Depart-
ment and of the government is seriously impaired, and the
Navy Department is by these delays compelled to pay an
extra price for everything it purchases, because the Treas-
ury does not promptly pay the requisitions drawn on it. My
administration of the Department is injured by these de-
lays, and made to appear extravagant in its expenditures,
when it is in fact the only one, except the Post-Office, that
struggles for economy.

September 12, Monday. No news of special importance
to-day. The election in Maine is eliciting comments. The
opposition are expecting to make large gains, while the
friends of the Administration are pretty confident they will
maintain their majority of last year. Both parties evidently
consider the result as indicative of the great result in the
fall, and for this reason more than usual interest is mani-
fested.

September 13, Tuesday. Had an interesting half-hour
talk with J. M. Forbes, a sensible man and true patriot.
He wishes the President to make the issue before the coun-
try distinctly perceptible to all as democratic and aristo-
cratic. The whole object and purpose of the leaders in the
Rebellion is the establishment of an aristocracy, although